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OTHIN can be more pierc- 
ing to the Heart of a Cbriſtian, 
to hear the Multitudes of Oaths 

| profane Speeches which proceed 

t of the Mouths: of many People, 

bout any Senſe of the Evil they do, or 

4 of any thing they muſt fufter for ſo 

ug. To hear the Great and Terrible 

une of God polluted by Men, Which 
dored by Angels; and to conſider 
often that ſacred Name is profaned 


common Diſcourſe, Which we are 


ce worthy, once to mention in our 
ers, is very horrible to all that have 
x loſt the Senſe of a Supreme Being. 
o ſuch therefore I bere apply myſelf, 
the Fear of God and Faithfulneſs of 
tiend, beſeeching them to conſider, 
th the Reaſon that is common to Man, 
efew Things I have to lay before them, 
th Reference to their dangerous Caſe; 
r as yet, ſerious Conſideration and 
e > SO „ 


25 ing Lion when you are within the Rea( 


He will not hold bim gailtleſs that taketb} 


A, 9 5 E 
5 2 | of 
2 


4 4 Kind Caution 


Repentance may prevent the 
MNMiſery that is coming upon them. 
I. In the firſt Place, K 
the Senſe of all Mankind 
fooliſheſt Thing in the World, to jr 
voke the Wrath of an infinitely powe 

Being, and that merely for the Sake of 
few needleſs and impertinent Words; | 
which he may be juſtly provoked toc 
vou off in a Moment, and to caſt j 
into remedileſs Torments. This is wh 
no Man dares to do in Caſes of leſs D. 
ger. Lou dare not revile a General att 
Head of his Army; no, nor rouſe a flee 


ol his Paws! And is the Almighty Ge 
the only contemptible Being in your i 
count, that may be provoked witho 
Fear, and offended without Puniſhmen 
Do you not read what he hath annexed 
Bis Third Commandment ? namely, Th 


Name in vain; that is, that He vill ce 
tainly and terribly puniſh fuch as p 
Fane it,- And you are every Minute 
Danger of this: for God is a righteo 
Judge, and will do as he hath ſaid. 
2. And in the next Place, your Ba 
neſs and Ingratitude is as great as v0 
Dunger; for it is a moſt ſenſeleſs Thi 


nn 
WY that Almighty Being which 


v u at other Times adore. , Is it not 2 
diculous Folly to fall on your Knees t 
7 o» one Hour, and to blaſpheme Him. 
: ext? Ong would not think that this 
O l aa be dane by any one that has Senſe © 
« oF conſideration, For it is perfectly * 
nde coghe Reaſon of Man, Papas . 


ne havld defy thæ God tha. made him, 
in ug Hand bis Breath is, and by 
mM ne wall be made infinitely happy, 
runſpeakably miſerable, to all Eternity. 
3. This is ſuch an Extremity of Sin, 
can only be matched in Hell, where 
are deſperate, and without Hope of 
lerey. The damned Devils, and the 
puls of Men in Hell, may be ſuppoſed 
prave and blaſpheme in their Torment, 
xcauſe they know that their Chains of 
Jurknefs are euerlaſting, and can never 
knocked off. But for Man, that 
ums in the River of God's Goodneſs, 
ad is viſited with freſh Preſents of his 
ve every Moment; for this favourite 
eatune_ to ſet bis Moieth againſt abs Haar 
u, and to blaſpheme a gratious, 
atient; W bountibah- Gods is 2 Height 
ae bich exceeds. the Blackneſs ? 
— 2 11 A tHe | 


ah gut 1 
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4. And a 40 this is done againſt Con 
en ſo much as pleaſing any one a 
our Senſes. It is a taſteleſs and fruit 
lefs Sin. It brings no Pleaſure to th 
Palate, nor Gain to the Purſe. Andi 
may even puzzle the profane Perſo 
himſelf to tell us for what it is he ſel 
his Soul. Indeed he does not ſell it. 
all in this Caſe: He prodigally give 
away his Soul, without Repentance, t 
the Devil; and parts with a blefſe 
ey for nothing. 
5. And it is further to be conſidered 
That the Tongue of Man is his 60 
and human Speech a Sort of Miracle i 
Nature: And it is given to Man, th: 
he might pk e Gop who gave itt 
him. will you, dare you, pervet 
the Uſe of ſo divine a Gift? Do b 
conſider how wonderful a Thing ti 
„ of Man is, which by the litt 
different Motions ef the Tongue a 
Lips, does plainly and diſtinctly pr 
nounce Millions of Words: Now, t 
abuſe ſuch an excellent Faculty, is mud 
worſe than to be wholly deprived of i 
ſo that the Blaſphemer is viler than 
e a And the Time may com 
when he ſhall wiſh that he had been bot 
us4umb as they, or that his Lips © 


= * ” 
D 2 * n 1 BS, . . 
mes U 1 18 wr 4 N 5 ä W ue. A * N > N 
3 ; by 'F EE EPA R * 2 
: * 4 7 F 
> þ , " * 
x — 


# Profane Swearers. e 


G05 n perpetually cloſed, rather than to 
ne e opened them to bis own Confukow ” 
fruit Condemnation. e 


) the 
nd1 
erſor 
ſell 
it 
pive 
E, U 


eſſet 


6. And it is a very vabsppy eien f 
ance of their Sin, that the Returns of 
are frequent. Though it is of ſo 
orrible a Nature, and of ſuch infinite 
uilt,” yet it may be repeated many 
imes in a Minute; yea, we find fome 
ultiplying their Oaths in the . 
reath. In many other groſs Sins it 

mnot be ſo: If a Man de overcome 
reMWhith Drink, there muſt be a conſider- 
ble Space of Time ere he can be ſo 
ain; or if he be given to profane the 
ured Day of our Loxp; he cannot do it 
very Day. But the Profane Swearer 
; ready for another Oath, almoſt before 
the Sound of the firſt is out of our 
Urs. Vea, ſome double and treble 
lem in one Sentence, even ſo as to con- 
und: the Senſe of what they ſay by an 
iorrible Din of Blaſphemy. Ah! what 
avaſt Heap of theſe heinous Sins lie at 
trery common Swearer's Door | It would 
be apt to fink him almoſt to Deſpair, if 
te could ſee the whole Sum of them. 
And O! what a feared and. -ſenjeleſs Con- 
ſrence has he, that . not this moun- 
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7. Indeed this outragebus Treat men. \ 
of, Goo's holy Name, ſeems to be on 1 
of the utmoſt Efforts of the Malice of 
Men againſt him. His Being is above 
their Reach, and his Happineſs un 
changeable, and cannot be moleſted 
But his Name may be profaned, or glc 
riffied by Men. But ah! with what Spit 
ad Rancour do profane People treat it! 
And therefore, how. j juſt is that terrible 
Threat, Deus. xxviii. 58. IF hou ſball 
not fear this glorious and fearful Nan! 
\ Tax LORD Tay GOD, * will mak 
thy Plagges wonderful. 
8. For hereby you iter infides 
againſt the Chriſtian Religion. It ca-. 
not be expected that they ſhould honour. 
Jaun God, when you yourſelves deſpiſe u 
- Him: or that any ſhould embrace your * 
Religion, when you yourſelves trample * 
it under your Feet. Yea, with Grirf, ; 
and Shame, and Horror be it ſpoken, oh 
it is by Reaſon of ſuch ſcandalous In- 
pieties as theſe, that our holy Religion 
(the beſt and pureſt in itſelf) is become 
contemptible amongſt the Heathen; and 
that the bleſſed Name of the Lord uz 
„Maat Carisr; and his Doctrine, are 
geſpiſed. But V r tu um by won 
Ep Fe e come: Such * me 


40 'Profane- Swearers:— 9 
e Name of Cux sr will fare better i in 
de laſt Judgment, than ſuch as know it | 
2 blafp heme it. Pe. 

„ Ten Go Bimſelf teſtißes, chat 5 
Name is great among the Heathen, 
ul. i. 11. And we find an Heathen 
nperor making a Decree, that whoſo- 
er pate any Thing amiſs of Almighty 
10, ; ſhould be cut in Pieces, and his Houſe 
ule a” Dunghill, Dau. iii. 29,—And 
t was the firſt Maxim of a Heathen 
Philoſopher, That the higheſt Veneration 
always paid 10 Gop. 5 Which 3 is in- 
bed the Senſe of all Mankind: and to 
hink or act ' otherwiſe, is to confound 
e very Order of Nature. And there- 
fire we ſeldom find any mention of the 
me of Gob in the Holy Seriptures, 
nithout ſome other. Word joined with 
i, to ſtrike our Minds with Reverence: 
bs the Holy Name, the Bleſſed Name, the 


Name. And the Jews and Turks have 
ways treated it with profound Vene 
nion. So that it muſt be an inhuman, 
ſenſeleſs, and diabolical Fury, to con- 
radict all Natural and Revealed Religi- 
on, and all the ſober Sentiments of Man- | 
2 Bar polluting and profaning it.” 
Alter ſuch eier Confidera- 
tions 


N —— 


Clrjous Name, the Great and Terrible © 


s many who are unhappily dead to al 
mall be the Portion of the Profen 


'. * Swearer, and he ate more affected wit 
the Fear of a preſent Penalty, how ſmal 


tice c that the horrid, impious, and 


„That if any Perſon. ſhall profancly 


s victed on the Oath of any one Witneſs, 
_ © before any Juſtiee of the ae 
a > ah So 1 cc 1 


o 


ta be negleched. Phe Act of Parliament 


tions, it might be needleſs, one woul 
| 12 4 mention any. of a lower Na 
ture; I mean the Penalty which the La 
is Land has inflicted vpon the 0 
erg. But however, ſinee there : 


Senſe of thoſe everlaſting Flames hic 


ſdever, than wich the Dread of Hell 
hereafter; this Argument is by no Means 
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(paſled in the Nineteenth Tear of bi 
late, Majeſty's Reign) juſtly takes No- 


— 
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execrable Vices of profane Curſing 
and Swearing. (ſa: highly diſpleaſing 
« to Almighty. Gop and loathſome and 
© offenſive to every Chriſtian) are be- 
come ſo frequent and-notorious, that 
ce unleſs ſpeedily and effectually puniſh- 
ed, they may juſtly provoke the Di- 
& vine Vengeance to increaſe the many 
*« Calamitics theſe. Nations now labour 
« under.” And therefore it is enacted, 
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« Curſe or Swear, and be thereof con- 
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mort e os 1715 oy 2 We 8: if C7 een 5 
is Every other Perſon under the: „ JE 
5 of a Ganthemay, Two EY 93 55 
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Conviction:offend Accent Time: he 
L6H. forfeir"tlouble'; And for every 
other Offtnce after a i&Cotivic 
tion, trebie . The 

. Happy will be, no by this 
hk TnL tes Ao em a Urmel 
Alco their Sim andFolly, an ſo eſcape 2 
nerlaſtin Funibeneme in thoſe un- 
qienchable- Flames, where the r 
Eee ſuppoſed to ety out of 

„CFF 


AFL pow the Whole; How ig ' evety 
E. r "v7 oe of Man, and of łhe Pub. 

Hoon, bound in Conſcienee te p 
= this vile and horrible Sin?” to re- 
froye it, to ame it, and, in all fit. Br 
cumſtances, to inform the Magiſtrate of 
it, and do their utmoſt to baniſh ĩt from 
duman Society? For it A” * 
wounds oy all that; is acre 4 4 
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cent: and it is a moſt high offence at | 
Gop, and an Affront to all that bear th 
Name of Chriſt, who are by ſolemi 
Vows obliged to reſent and oppoſe it. 

13, For where this direful Sin prevails 
how. does it render that Place a Sort 
Hell upon Earth? Gop is greatly bo- 
noured in the Regions above. His As. 
gels bleſs him perpetually, and the Sami 
above praiſe, love, admire, and adore 
Him. Yea, the Birds ſeem, in their Way; 
to ſing forth the Praiſes of their Creator, 
and the inanimate Creatures obſerve tht 
Laws of their Creation. But wicked Men 
and damned Devils, blaſpheme the Name 
of the moſt High God, and do him Di- 
honour. But let me entreat all Perſons 
whatſoever, that have Reaſon and Self. 
Love, that they caſt not themſelves into 
this accurſed Herd of Blaſphemers; leſt 
after a little Partnerſhip with them it 
their I, * be for ever 1 


But 1 Fas ood you, Swear not at a7 ith, 148 
Heaven, for it is Gop's Throne: nor hy 
Earth, for 1 it is his Footſtool : neither by rt 
lem, for it is the City of the great King. Nei- 
ther ſhalt thou ſwear by thy Head, becauſe thou 
canſt not make one Hair white or black. But 
_— your Communication be, Yea, yea; Nays 
for whatſoever is more than theſe, com- 
eck of Evil, Matt. v. 34, 35, 36, 37. 


Ii s. 


